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We have used the above guide to transliterate any Arabic terms and names so as to make 
finding the correct pronunciation easier for the reader. 


Madrasah Al-Ansar Online 
Introduction 
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In the Name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful. 
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All praise is due to Allah, who sent His messenger with guidance and the religion of truth, 
to make it manifest over all religions. Sufficient is Allah as a Witness. | bear witness there 
is no deity worthy of worship except Allah alone, without any partners, establishing by it 
His Oneness. And | bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and His messenger, may 
the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, his family, and his companions with 
abundant peace. 


We have translated this short treatise named - ‘The Prerequisites, Pillars & Obligatory Acts 
of the Prayer’ by Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab {d. 1206H} (may Allah have mercy 
on him) which focuses on the rulings pertaining to the prayer as well as ablution. We have 
focused on this treatise as it is incumbent upon every Muslim to learn and know how to 
pray in accordance with the Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad #8, as mentioned by him 
when he said, 


Jel a us ie 


“Pray as you have seen me praying.” Recorded in Sahth al-Bukhari (no. 5662). 


The rulings that are found in this treatise are mainly based on the Madhhab (school of 
thought) of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal {d. 241AH} (may Allah have mercy on him). There are 
some rulings that have many different views, but we have not delved into explaining each 
view. As for the senior students of knowledge, they can use it as a guide to teach others 
and can expand on certain rulings depending on their level of understanding. 


The Figh (Islamic jurisprudence) rulings mentioned in this treatise cover the rulings which 
are mandatory upon every Muslim to know. We have added all references for verses of 
the Qu’ran and Prophetic narrations. 


We ask Allah to accept our small effort and to make it a means of guidance for Muslims 
around the world. We ask Allah to keep us sincere in all our deeds. Amin. 


Your brothers at Madrasah Al-Ansar Online 
20 Rabi al-Akhir 1442 - 5 December 2020 
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The Prerequisites, Pillars & Obligatory Acts of the Prayer 
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In the Name of Allah, the Merciful and Compassionate 
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Prerequisites of the Prayer 


The prerequisites of the prayer are nine: 
1) Islàm [must be a Muslim], 


2) Intellect [must be sane], 
dedi 
3) Discernment [one must reach the age of maturity], 
ex ass 
4) Lifting the state of ritual impurity [by performing ablution], 
uei dis 
5) Removing any impurity [from the body, clothes and place of prayer], 


EL 
6) Clothing one's nakedness, 
«cg dues 
7) Entry of the time of prayer, 
ala duis 
8) Facing the direction of the Qiblah [in Makkah], 
9) The intention. 
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The First Prerequisite — Islam [must be a Muslim]: Which is the opposite of disbelief. The 
actions of a disbeliever are rejected [by Allah], regardless of whatever good deed he [or 
she] may perform. The proof for this is the saying of Allah the Most High: 
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“It is not for the Mushrikün (polytheists, idolaters, pagans, disbelievers in the Oneness of 
Allah), to maintain the Mosques of Allah (i.e. to pray and worship Allah therein, to look 
after their cleanliness and their building, etc.), while they witness against their own selves 
of disbelief. The works of such are in vain and in Fire shall they abide.” 


And Allah’s saying: “And We shall turn to whatever deeds they (disbelievers, polytheists, 
sinners, etc.) did, and We shall make such deeds as scattered floating particles of dust.”? 
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The Second Prerequisite — Intellect [must be sane]: Which is the opposite of insanity. As 
for the insane person, the pen [that records the deeds of everyone] is lifted from him [or 
her] until he regains sanity. The proof for this is the Prophetic narration: 


g 
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“The pen is lifted from three people: A person sleeping until he wakes up; an insane person 
until he regains sanity; and a child until he reaches the age of puberty.” 





' Reference: Sürah at-Tawbah (9): 17. The translation is taken from the Qur’an translation by Dr. Muhammad 
Tagī-ud-Dīn al-Hilālī, Ph.D. & Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan. 

> Reference: Surah al-Furqan (25): 23. 

3 Reference: Recorded in Musnad Ahmad (144), Sunan Abū Dāwūd (no. 4398), Sunan an-Nasā'ī (no. 656), 
Sunan Ibn Mājah (no. 2041) and Ibn Hibban (no. 142). Imam Hakim reported it in his Mustadrak (vol. 1, pg. 
251) with a similar wording, saying: “This is an authentic hadith based on the conditions of al-Bukhari and 
Muslim.” Adh-Dhahabi agreed. On the authority of ‘A’ishah (May Allah be pleased with her). 
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The Third Prerequisite — Discernment [one must reach the age of maturity]: Which is the 
opposite to childhood [a child who has not reached the age of maturity]. At the age of 
seven years old, the child is to be commanded to pray [by the guardian]. The proof for this 
is the saying of the Messenger of Allah #: 
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“Command your children to pray when they are seven years old, and hit them (lightly) if 
they do not pray when they are ten years old, and separate them in their beds."^ 
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The Fourth Prerequisite — Lifting the state of ritual impurity [by performing ablution]: This 
is referred to [as performing] ablution (Wudü") that is well known [proven in the Qur’an 
and Sunnah]. What makes ablution mandatory is Hadath (ritual impurities — those acts 
which nullify one's ablution). 


4 Reference: Recorded in Sunan Abū Dāwūd (no. 495), on the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As. It 
was classed as hasan (good) by Imam al-Bukhari in ‘Ilal al-Kabir (225). It was classed as sahih (authentic) by 
Imam Ibn Hazm in al-Muhalla (9/206) and by Imam an-Nawawi in al-Majmü*' (6/253). 


[Prerequisites of Ablution] 
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The prerequisites of ablution are ten: 


AYI 
1) Islam, 
JAAN 
2) Intellect, 


Gal 
3) Discernment, 
4) Intention, 
5) Maintaining its ruling by not intending to stop [performing ablution] until he 
completes his ritual purification [ablution], 


«rasi 5s 
6) To be free from things which obligate ablution, 


AS guest ji sees 
7) To clean one's private parts with purifying water or stones [or tissue paper], 
p p puritying 
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8) To use purifying water that is permissible to use [water that is not stolen, etc. ], 


EA MN WI Jai A Ls Siig 
9) To remove any barrier that may prevent the water from reaching the skin [limbs 
of ablution], 


10) It must be performed when the time of prayer has entered. This applies to those 
who are in a constant state of ritual impurity [i.e. someone experiencing urine 
incontinence or a menstruating women experiencing excess bleeding], due to its 
obligation. 


[Compulsory Acts of Ablution] 


As for the compulsory acts of ablution, they are six: 
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3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 
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Washing the face, which includes rinsing the mouth and sniffing water into the 
nose, and the boundaries of the face [that which must be washed] are from where 
the hairline begins, to the chin, lengthwise, and width wise it is from the right ear 
to the left ear, 
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Washing the hands up to [and including] the elbows, 


CON As E ub ES 


Wiping the entire head, which includes the ears, 


«eSI dp oda tees 


Washing the feet up to [and including] the ankles, 


T 
Maintaining the order [of ablution as mentioned above], 
IZ 
i Sils 


Continuity [washing one limb after the other without any long time gaps in- 
between). 
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The proof for this is the saying of Allah the Most High: 
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“O you who believe! When you intend to offer as-Salah (the prayer), wash your faces and 
your hands (forearms) up to the elbows, rub (by passing wet hands over) your heads, and 
(wash) your feet up to ankles."5 


+ 
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The proof for maintaining the order [when performing ablution] is the Prophetic narration: 


“Begin with what Allah has begun with.” 
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The proof for Continuity of washing one limb after the other is the Prophetic narration of 
the man who left a spot unwashed [when performing ablution]. It was reported that one 
time the Prophet & saw a man who had left a spot on his foot the size of a dirham, which 
water had not touched [when performing ablution]. So, he & ordered him to go back and 
repeat it.” 
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It is compulsory to say Bismillah [In the name of Allah] if one remembers to say it [if 
forgotten, the ablution is still valid]. 





5 Reference: Sürah al-Ma'idah (5): 6. 

$ Reference: Recorded in Sunan an-Nasa'i (no. 536), on the authority of Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah. It was classed as 
sahih by Ibn Mulaqgin in Tuhfat ul-Muhtàj (2/174), Imam Ibn Hazm in al-Muhallá (2/48), Imam an-Nawawit in 
al-Majmü* (8/78), Hāfiz Ibn Kathīr in his Tasfir (3/48) and Imām as-Suyūtī in al-Jāmi' as-Saghīr (pg, 48). 

7 Reference: Recorded in Sunan Abt Dawid (no. 175), on the authority of some companions. It was classed 
as a jayyid (good) narration by Imam Ahmad in Ta’liq al-‘llal (no. 158) and Hafiz Ibn Kathir in his Tafsir (3/52). 


[Nullifiers of Ablution] 
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The things that nullify the ablution are eight: 


1) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


7) 


8) 
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Anything that exits from the front or rear private parts, 


LA fpa demi Ao I t Ls 
Any impurity that exits the body from other than the front and rear private parts, 


«s isis 


Loss of intellect [i.e. due to deep sleep, unconsciousness, etc], 
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Touching a woman with sexual desire [and vice versa], 


IAM S4 4 as e*t d 2 
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Touching the front private part with the [bare] hand, or the anus, 
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Consumption of camel meat, 


Washing the human corpse, 
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Apostatising from Islam, may Allah protect us from that. 


: diss 155 rts caaials cosiils cold) ge SE te acta M iaa osa 


The Fifth Prerequisite - Removing any impurity: It is a requirement to remove impurity 
from three things [before the prayer]: [1] From one's body, [2] from one's garments and 
[3] from the area [where one is to pray]. The proof is the saying of Allah the Most High: 


“And your garments purify!” 8 
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The Sixth Prerequisite — Clothing one’s nakedness: The people of knowledge have 


unanimously agreed that the prayer of one who prays while the nakedness of the body is 
apparent, while having the ability to clothe oneself, is invalid. 
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The limits of what must be covered for a man is from his navel to his knees, and the same 


applies to a female slave. As for a free woman, all of her body must be covered except for 
her face. The proof is the saying of Allah the Most High: 


z AL 20 % Avo : ac 4 scr E as 
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“O Children of Adam! Take your adornment (by wearing your clean clothes), while 
praying."? - Meaning, during every prayer. 
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The Seventh Prerequisite — Entry of the time of prayer: The proof for this is from the 
Sunnah is the Prophetic narration of Jibril (451 ¢) when he led the Prophet žē at the 


beginning time of the prayer and before the end time of the prayer, saying to him && 
afterwards: “O Muhammad, the prayer is between these two times.” ° 





8 Reference: Sūrah al-Muddaththir (74): 4. 

9 Reference: Surah al-A‘raf (7): 31. 

‘© Reference: Recorded in Sunan Abt Dawtd (no. 393) and Sunan at-Tirmidhi (no. 149), on the authority of 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas. Classed as hasan by Hafiz Ibn Hajr in Takhrij Mishkat ul-Masabih (1/288). Classed as sahih 
by Imam Ibn Rajab in Fath al-Bari (2/117) and by Ibn Mulaqqin who said it is hasan or sahih in Tuhfat ul-Muhtaj 
(1/243). 
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And the saying of Allah the Most High: 
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“Verily, the prayer is enjoined on the believers at fixed hours. 
prayers are at specific times. 


— meaning the obligatory 
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The proof that the times of prayers are at allocated times is the saying of Allah the Most 
High: 


4 
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“Perform as-Salāh (Igāmat us-Salah) from mid-day till the darkness of the night (i.e. 
the Zuhr, ‘Asr, Maghrib, and ‘Isha’ prayers), and recite the Qur'an in the early dawn (i.e. the 
morning prayer). Verily, the recitation of the Qur’an in the early dawn is ever witnessed 
(attended by the angels in charge of mankind of the day and the night)."? 


2 23. á t 48 $, + „8 
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The Eighth Prerequisite — Facing the direction of Qiblah [in Makkah]: The proof for this is 


the saying of Allah the Most High: 


„oz 
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“Verily! We have seen the turning of your (Muhammad’s) face towards the heaven. Surely, 
We shall turn you to a Qiblah (prayer direction) that shall please you, so turn your face in 
the direction of al-Masjid al-Haram (at Makkah).” 


" Reference: Sürah an-Nisa' (4): 103. 
? Reference: Sürah al-Isra' (16): 78. 
5 Reference: Sürah al-Baqarah (2): 144. 
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The Ninth Prerequisite — The Intention: The place where the intention is made is the heart, 
and as for voicing it, then this is an innovation. The proof for this is the Prophetic narration: 
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“Verily actions are based on intentions, and verily every man will have what he intends.” 4 





"^ Reference: Recorded in Sahth al-Bukhari (no. 1), Sahth Muslim (no. 1907) and others. 
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The Pillars of the Prayer 


The pillars of the prayer are fourteen: 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


7) 


8) 


9) 


Standing upright for the one that is able to do so, 

The initial exclamation of ‘Allah is the greatest’, 

Recitation of Sirah al-Fatihah [the first chapter of the Qur'an], 
Bowing, 


Rising from the bowing position, 
BASES LEE e 5,5 2s 
Prostrating on all seven limbs, 
A Qe NS 
Erecting oneself from it, 
tdi e ades 
Sitting between the prostrations, 
UM e a illas 
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Being tranquil in all of the pillars of the prayer, 


3 of 2 
cS 


10) Maintaining the order [of all the pillars], 


cse MESS 


11) The final Testification of Faith supplication, 


A tuas 


12) Sitting for the final Testification of Faith supplication, 
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13) Supplicate for the Prophet &, 


14) The two invocations of peace [for ending the prayer]. 
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AUS aas aó aiá ka aga JS gS 


The First Pillar - Standing upright for the one that is able to do so: The proof for this is the 
saying of Allah the Most High: 
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“Guard strictly (five obligatory) as-Salawat (the prayers) especially the middle Salah (i.e. the 
best prayer — 'Asr). And stand before Allah with obedience [and do not speak to others 
during the Salah (prayers)].” 
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The Second Pillar — The initial exclamation of ‘Allah is the greatest’: The proof is from the 
Prophetic narration: “Its opening is the Takbir [saying Allahu Akbar - Allah is the greatest] 
and its closing is the Taslim [saying the invocation of peace - As-Salāmu ‘Alaykum - at the 
end of the prayer]."'é 


A a "dá 2 ig 
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After that is the opening supplication, which is recommended, and it is saying: 
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“Subhanak-Allahumma wa bi-Hamdika. Wa Tabarak-Asmuka, wa Ta‘ald Jadduka. Wa la 
ilaha Ghayruka - Glorification belongs to you O Allah, blessed be your Name and your 
Greatness exalted, there is no deity [worthy of worship] but Allah.”” 





5 Reference: Sürah al-Baqarah (2): 238. 

16 Reference: Recorded in Musnad Ahmad (1/123), Sunan Abü Dàwüd (no. 61), Sunan at-Tirmidhi (no. 3) and 
Sunan Ibn Majah (no. 224) - on the authority of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib. Imam at-Tirmidhi mentioned this is the most 
authentic narration on this topic. It was classed as hasan by Imam an-Nawawi in al-Khulasah (1/384) and by 
Ibn Hajr in Nata’ij al-Afkar (2/230). 

Reference: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 399). It is a supplication attributed to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 
(May Allah be pleased with him). 
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Then he says: *A'üdhu Billahi min ash-Shaytan-ir-Rajim — | seek refuge in Allah from the 
accursed Satan." 


‘I seek refuge’ means, I seek refuge and recourse in You and rely on You, O Allāh, from the 
accursed Satan, the outcast, the one who is far removed from the mercy of Allāh; he 
cannot cause me any harm in my religion or in my worldly matters. 
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The Third Pillar — Recitation of Sürah al-Fatihah [the first chapter of the Qur'an]: Which is 
regarded as a pillar in every unit of prayer, as mentioned in the Prophetic narration: 


NIE ši (Aa UNI AL, būs Í ea So S 
“There is no prayer for the one who doesn’t recite the opening (chapter) of the Book.”'8 It 
is the mother [foundation] of the Qur’an. 
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Then say, “Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-Rahim — In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the 
Compassionate”: It is a request for blessing and assistance. 
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“Al-Hamdu lil-Lah — All praise is for Allah”: “Al-Hamd” means praise. The definite article (Al 
- J!) before the word Hamd means to include all the praiseworthy acts He does. As for the 
good things that one has no role in bringing about [those things only Allah can do], such 
as beauty and so on, then praising of that is called Madh and not Hamd. 





'8 Reference: Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari (no. 756) and Sahih Muslim (no. 394). On the authority of 
‘Ubadah ibn as-Samit. 
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Rabb-il-"Ālamīn - Lord of all that is created”: Ar-Rabb means, the One who is deserving of 


being worshipped, the Creator, the Sustainer, the King, the One who administers and 
nurtures up all of the creation through His blessings. 


^ 
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‘Alamin - Everything that is apart from Allah is considered ‘Alam. He is the Lord of 
everything [that exists]. 


GAN g U i {AY 


"Ar-Rahman - The Most Merciful": Means, He grants a general mercy for all of the created 
beings. 


^ 
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“Ar-Rahim — The Bestower of Mercy”: Means, He gives a specific mercy for just the 
believers. The proof is the saying of Allah the Most High: 


Uu Gad 265 


“And He is ever an All-Bestower of mercy to the believers." '? 





9 Reference: Surah al-Ahzab (33): 43. 
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“Maliki Yawm-id-Din — Master of the Day of Judgement”: Refers to the Day of Reward and 
Accountability, the day when everyone will be compensated for the deeds they performed 
- if they are good, then there will be good [for him], and if they were evil, then there will 
be evil [for him]. The proof is the saying of Allah the Most High: 


EUIS Āpši 4 


“And what will make you know what the Day of Recompense is?”’?° 
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There is also the narration of the Prophet &&: "The wise man is the one who takes account 
of himself and strives for that which is after death. And the helpless man is the one who 
follows his own whims then indulges in wishful thinking about Allāh.” ” 
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“lyyaka Na‘budu - You alone do we worship”: Meaning, ‘we don’t worship anyone except 
You’. This is the covenant between the servant and his Lord that he will not worship 
anyone besides Him. 
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“Wa lyyaka Nasta‘tn - And in You alone do we seek assistance": This is the covenant between 
the servant and his Lord that he will not seek assistance from anyone [or anything] besides 
Allàh. 


? Reference: Sürah al-Infitar (82): 17-19. 
?' Reference: Recorded in Sunan at-Tirmidhi (no. 2459) - he classed it as hasan - and Sunan Ibn Majah (no. 
161). Classed as sahih by Imam as-Suydtt in al-Jami‘ as-Saghir (no. 6450). On authority of Shaddad ibn Aws. 
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“Ihdinas-Sirat-al-Mustagim —- Guide us to the Straight Path": Means, direct us and keep us 
firm on the straight path, meaning Islam. It [the straight path] is also said that it refers to 
the Messenger and also it is said [the meaning is] the Qur'an - all of these meanings are 
true. The meaning of the straight path is that which has no deviations [or misguidance] in 
it. 
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“Sirat-aladhina An‘amta 'alayhim — The Path of those You bestowed Your Favour on": 
Meaning, the way of those who have received your Bounty. The proof is the saying of Allah: 
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“And whoso obeys Allāh and the Messenger (Muhammad), then they will be in the company 
of those on whom Allah has bestowed His Grace, of the Prophets, the Siddiqun (those 
followers of the Prophets who were first and foremost to believe in them, like Abu Bakr as- 
Siddīg), the martyrs, and the righteous. And how excellent these companions are!"? 
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"Ghayr-il-Maghdübi *alayhim — Not those who earned Your Anger": They are the Jews, since 
they have knowledge but do not act upon it. We ask Allah to protect you from their way. 

2 ws 9 = 
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“Wa-lad-Dallin — Nor of those who went astray”: They are the Christians, who worship Allah 
based on ignorance and falsehood. We ask Allah to protect you from their way. 





? Reference: Sürah an-Nisa' (4): 69. 
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The proof for those who went astray is the saying of Allah The Most High: 
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"Say (O Muhammad): ‘Shall We tell you the greatest losers in respect of (their) deeds? 
Those whose efforts have been wasted in this life while they thought that they were 
acquiring good by their deeds!"?5 


g 
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As for the Prophetic narration on the subject, the Prophet && said: "You will follow the ways 
of those nations who were before you, span by span and cubit by cubit (i.e., inch by inch) so 
much so that even if they entered a hole of a lizard, you would follow them." We said, "O 
Alláh's Messenger &&! (Do you mean) the Jews and the Christians?" He said, "Whom else?”4 
Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
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And the second Prophetic narration [which is also the proof for this point] is: “The Jews split 
up into seventy-one sects and the Christians split up into seventy-two sects. And this Ummah 
(of Muslims) will split up into seventy-three sects. All of them will be in the Hellfire except for 
one.” We said: “Who are they O Messenger of Allah?” He #8 said: “Those who are upon the 
same way that | and my Companions are upon.”?5 


5s 


The Fourth Pillar - Bowing. 


5 Reference: Sürah al-Kahf (18): 103-105. 

24 Reference: Recorded in Sahih Bukahri (no. 3456) and Sahih Muslim (no. 2669). On the authority of Abu 
Sa'eed al-Khudri. 

235 Reference: Recorded in Sunan At-Tirmidhi (no. 2641) on the authority of Abdullah Ibn Amr. Classed as 
Sahih by Shaykhul Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah in Majmu' Fatawaa (3/345). 
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ái kals 
The Fifth Pillar — Rising from the bowing position. 
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The Sixth Pillar — Prostrating on all seven limbs [forehead includes nose, two hands, 
knees and feet]. 


o 4 7 0 
ane ise ya 
The Seventh Pillar — Erecting oneself from it. 
SIE GS Acts 
The Eighth Pillar — Sitting between the prostrations. 
2 igh oe á 
iii dis si, 
The proof [for bowing and prostrating] is the saying of Allah the Most High: 
lad IA NT Ga NG 
“O you who believe! Bow and prostrate (in prayer).”° 
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It is also narrated that he # said: “I was ordered to prostrate on seven body limbs.” 
A^, g 4 
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The Ninth Pillar — Being tranquil in all of the pillars of the prayer. 





?6 Reference: Sürah al-Hajj (22): 77 
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The Tenth Pillar — Maintaining the order [of all the pillars]. The proof for these (i.e. last two 
pillars) is the Prophetic narration about the man who prayed badly, narrated by Abü 
Hurayrah, who said: *One day we were sitting with the Prophet &$ when a man entered 
and prayed. [Then he rose from prayer] and greeted the Prophet #8 with Salam. 


So, the Prophet told him: ‘Go back and pray for you have not prayed.’ This occurred three 
times, and finally the man said: ‘I swear by the One who sent you as a Prophet in truth, | 
cannot do better than this, so teach me (the correct way to pray).’ So, the Prophet said, 
‘When you get up to pray, say the Takbir (Allahu Akbar). Then recite what is easy for you 
from the Qur’an. Then bow until you feel tranquillity bowing. Then rise until you feel 
tranquil standing. Then prostrate until you feel tranquillity whilst prostrating. Then rise 
from it until you feel tranquillity sitting. Then do this in all of your prayers.” 7 
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The Eleventh and Twelfth Pillars — The final Testification of Faith supplication [and sitting 
in it is an] essential pillar, as is stated in the Prophetic narration reported by Ibn Mas'ud, 
who said: “Before the Tashahhud was made obligatory on us, we would say: “As-Salāmu 


‘alal-Lahi min ‘Ibadihi, as-Salamu ‘ala Jibril wa Mīkā'īl (Peace be on Allah from His servants, 
Peace be on Jibril and Mīkā'īl).” 





?? Reference: Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari (no. 6667). 
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The Prophet &$ said: “Do not say: Peace (Salām) be on Allāh, for indeed Allah, He is As-Salam. 
Instead say: 
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At-Tahiyatu lil-Lahi was-Salawatu wat-Tayyibat(u). As-Salamu 'alayka ayyuhan-Nabryu wa 

Rahmatullāhi wa Barakātuh(u). As- Salāmu 'alayna wa “ald 'Ibādillāhis-$ālihīn. Ash-hadu an 
lā ilaha ill-Allah wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan 'Abduhu wa Rasüluh(u). 


All compliments, prayers and pure words are due to Allah. Peace be upon you O Prophet, 
and the mercy of Allah and His blessings. Peace be upon us and upon the righteous slaves of 
Allah. | bear witness that that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, and | bear 

witness that Muhammad is His slave and messenger.””?% 
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The meaning of “At-Tahiyat” is that all the glorifications are for Allāh [alone], who 
possesses and deserves that, such as, the acts of reverence, bowing, prostrating and the 
remaining the acts of prayer. Everything for which the Lord of creation is glorified for, 
belongs to solely for Allàh. So, whoever directs any part of that [glorification and praise] 
to other than Allah, he is a polytheist, disbeliever. 


A32 oai cuis alge aad saline cs alis 


“As-Salawat — prayers”: Means all supplications. It is also said that it refers to the five daily 
prayers. 





28 Reference: Recorded in Sunan an-Nasā'ī (no. 1277) on the authoirty of Ibn Mas‘td. 
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“Wat-Tayyibat - Allah is Good”: He does not accept any saying or action except that are 
good. 
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"As-Salāmu 'alayka ayyuhān-Nabīyu wa Rahmatullāhi wa Barakātuh — Peace be upon you O 
Prophet, and the mercy of Allāh and His blessings.”: Means that you are supplicating for the 
Prophet to have peace, mercy and blessings. The one who is supplicated for is not being 
supplicated to along with Allāh. 
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«As-Salāmu 'alaynā wa ‘ald ‘Ibdadillahis-Salihin — Peace be upon us and upon the righteous 
slaves of Allah.": You send peace on yourself and all the righteous slaves of Allah. As-Salam 
is supplication. We supplicate for the righteous and not supplicate to them along with 
Allah. 


Ash-hadu an là ilaha ill-Allah wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan 'Abduhu wa Rasüluh(u) -I bear 
witness that that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, and | bear witness that 
Muhammad is His slave and messenger": It is to testify with certainty the testimony that no 
one in the Heavens and Earth has the right to be worshipped except Allah. And your 
testimony that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah means that he is a Slave [worshipper 
of Allah] who is not to be worshipped, and a Messenger who is not to be rejected. Rather, 
he is to be obeyed and followed [in everything he came with]. Allah honoured him with 
granting him the station of servitude [that he worships Allah sincerely]. 
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The proof for this is the saying of Allah the Most High: 
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“Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion (of right and wrong, i.e. this Qur'an) to His 
slave (Muhammad) that he may be a warner to the 'Alamin (mankind and jinns)."?9 


Ad VE OBI g peli) dē exe us asd AJI kes nd Se oe ah 


[The Thirteenth Pillar — Supplicate for the Prophet # by saying]: “Allahumma Salli ‘ald 
Muhammadin wa “ald Ali Muhammadin kama Sallayta 'alá Ibráhima Innaka Hamidum-Majid - 
O Allah, bestow Your favour on Muhammad and on the family of Muhammad as You have 
bestowed Your favour on Ibrahim, You are Praiseworthy, Most Glorious.”3° 

| 
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The meaning of Salah from Allah is His praising of His servant in the greatest of gatherings 
[which is the gathering of the angels], as has been reported by al-Bukhari in his Sahih from 
Abul-‘Aliyah [May Allah have mercy on him], who said: “The Salah of Allah is His praise for 
His servant in the highest of gatherings (i.e. angels).” 


It is also said that Salah means mercy. As for what is correct, then it is the first definition 
[i.e. praise for His servant in the greatest of gatherings]. As for the Salah when it comes 
from the angels, then it means asking for forgiveness; and when from the humans it means 
[general] supplication. And for what comes after, are all recommended statements and 
actions [of the prayer]. 


aed 


[The fourteenth pillar - The two invocations of peace for ending the prayer. It is a pillar of 
the prayer to say, ‘As-Salamu ‘alaykum wa rahmatullah, as-Salamu ‘alaykum wa rahmatullah’ 
— Peace be upon you and the mercy of Allah] 





?? Reference: Sūrah al-Furgān (25): 1. 
3° Reference: Recorded in Sunan Abt Dawid (no. 978) on the authority of Ka‘b ibn ‘Ujrah. 
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The Obligatory Acts of the Prayer 


Its obligatory acts are eight: 


1) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


7) 


8) 
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All the exclamations of ‘Allah is the greatest’ except the initial one, 
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To say, ‘Exalted be Allah, the Great’ in the bowing position, 
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To say, ‘Allah hears whoever praises Him’ for the one leading the prayer [Imam] and 
the one praying alone, 


Jo 3. "o Fe: Asc, 
To say, ‘Our Lord, all praise belongs for you’ for everyone [the Imam, the one 
following an Imam, and the one praying alone], 


2 
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To say ‘Exalted be Allah, the High’ in prostration, 
Zao g co. gr. d. v gd 
To say, ‘My Lord, forgive me’ while sitting in between the prostrations, 


The first Testification of Faith supplication, 


To sit for the first Testification of Faith supplication. 
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The pillars are that which, if one of them is omitted, any of them out of forgetfulness or 
intentionally, his prayer is invalidated because of his omitting of it. The obligatory acts are 
that which, if one omits any of them intentionally, his prayer is rendered invalid due to his 
abandoning it, but if he leaves any of them due to forgetfulness, he is obligated to perform 
the [extra] prostrations of forgetfulness [at the end of the prayer]. 


45% 4 


Je dis 


And Allah Knows Best 


[End of Booklet] 
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